Baptist

January 2023

Couriers
for
Christ

One seed can spawn a harvest!
by Joshua Stertz
The tall American missionary towered over the confused
elderly Lithuanian couple in downtown Vilnius, but
when he smiled, his face lit up. He introduced himself
and asked if they would be interested in the pamphlet
he was offering. As they looked at him with some
reservation, he exclaimed that it would show them from
the Bible how they can know that they have a home in
heaven. This couple didn’t know it at the time, but God
was going to use them as the seed to plant a church
in their hometown years later. They explained to the
missionary that they were from the city of Ukmerge,
about 80 kilometers away, and were in the capital city
only for medical treatment. Soon after, Derek Thomas,
that tall missionary, found out that there was no gospelpreaching church in Ukmerge at that time. According
to God’s providence, Couriers for Christ was planning

a scripture distribution campaign in Vilnius in 2004.
It was agreed upon by Don Stertz that the campaign
group could spend a couple of days to blitz Ukmerge (a
town of about 65,000 people) and hold an evangelistic
service there. That team of Americans and Lithuanians
could never have imagined what God was going to do.
Luke 8:8, “And other fell on good ground, and sprang
up, and bare fruit an hundredfold….” Over 150 folks
came out to hear the clear presentation of the gospel
and receive their own free Bibles provided by CFC via
their supporting churches. Each person attending was
encouraged to attend a Bible study the following Sunday
evening, where they could learn things out of the new
Bible that they had just received. Among that team of
folks distributing the scriptures in Ukmerge was a young
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man who was a deacon at the church in Vilnius, named
Kestus Kulakauskas. The Lord really worked on his
heart through that outreach, and he had a real burden-not only for the folks who attended the follow up Bible
studies, but also for the city of Ukmerge. He worked
hand in hand with Brother Derek there until Derek
needed to return to the USA for a period of time. At that

point, Kestus felt the Lord’s call to move his family to
Ukmerge and fully invest in the work there. In 2012 he
was ordained and became the senior pastor of Ukmerge
Baptist Church, which had been established from the
Bible study, which had been born out of that evangelistic
campaign in 2004. The church there continues to thrive
today, and we are excited to share some pictures and
excerpts from Pastor Kestus’ most recent update.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
We are thankful for your prayers and are praising our God for His protection and for allowing us to serve Him
and preach the gospel of Jesus Christ. We are faithful in our weekly Sunday worship services, Wednesday Bible
studies, and Friday prayer meetings.
This past summer we had an opportunity to preach the gospel to two Gypsy families. It all started two years
ago, when we had our Vacation Bible School in the village of Antakalnis (13 km away from Ukmerge). One of
the family members, Jonas, was imprisoned for a few years, and I had the opportunity to visit him as a chaplain
in the prison. He began to faithfully attend our Bible studies. One year ago he was released to be free. Even
though he is not saved yet, he has a great desire to be changed. Please pray for his salvation. He also longs for
change in his family, including his two sisters who are in prison at the moment. His brother Romas trusted Christ
five years ago during one of our Bible studies in prison. I gave him a Bible, and when he got out of prison he got
married and had a family. To the glory of God, Romas does not use drugs or alcohol any more and longs that
his new family would trust Christ also. I would ask your prayers for these two Gypsy families. Gypsy culture can
be very difficult to break through, but we believe the gospel is the “power of God” unto all who believe.
I am thankful to my God for allowing me to serve in prison ministry. We had more than 20 inmates pray to
receive Christ this summer. Recently a few men left prison and started to attend churches in different towns
of Lithuania. I ask you to pray that these men would dedicate their lives to Christ and would serve Him. We
had about 70 men coming to our general meetings in prison. I also had the opportunity to individually counsel
and pray with some of the prisoners. I help them to find different rehabilitation centers, living places, and local
churches when they are released from prison.
This summer we had Children Day Bible Club that lasted for two months. We had different games, English
language lessons, and Bible studies.
Recently we have been facing some problems concerning our meeting place for Ukmerge Baptist Church.
Landlords of the building where we are currently meeting are facing some financial issues and considering selling the place. We are praying for God’s leading concerning
a new meeting place and that He would provide the right
place to meet.
Your fellow servant,
Brother Kęstus
Pastor of Ukmerge Baptist Church

I would ask you to pray for
•
•
•
•

The church in Ukmerge
Our youth
God’s protection for our children
A new car for the prison ministry
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John and Esther
Meyer
To be open and honest, we have had a challenging year as we have pressed harder on the deputation
trail. Satan has really tried to hinder and discourage
us, but God has been consistent in showing Himself
faithful!
Our hearts were broken by the cold hardness of
the people of Berlin; but we realize this is why God
has called us to this ministry, and we know that God
and His word can soften those hearts! God allowed
us the privilege to be a part of the Berlin Campaign.
Yes, the rejection and the outright cursing of God’s
word was heart breaking; however, we were delighted
in Erick’s acceptance of the John & Romans and invitation and rejoiced in his attendance at the meeting!
On September 7 we left home, as God provided us
a couple months of meetings in Colorado, Tennessee,
Kentucky, and Indiana! We have been so greatly
blessed by the precious people God has allowed us
to meet, fellowship with, and add to our friendships.
We would love to list each of the churches and
dear, dear people that have made a special impact
upon our lives! We are delighted that Zion Baptist
Church in Ignacio, Colorado, has chosen to partner
with us by taking us on as their missionary! Pastor
Ward, his family, and church family are a lighthouse
in the southwest corner of Colorado, doing their
part to shine the love of Jesus as far as possible.
We are excited to serve as their ambassadors! At
Zion Baptist Church we were blessed to meet Clara,
a foreign exchange student from Prague, Czech
Republic, and provide her a John & Romans in her
language, although she knows English fairly well.
Please pray for Clara’s salvation!
What a great joy and privilege we both had in leading bus children to the Saviour at Hopewell Baptist
Church, Longmont, Colorado; please pray for Jesús &
Dana for grounding and spiritual growth.
A bonus part of our travels is the special blessing
to briefly visit with family here and there and to see

the beauty of God’s amazing creation all around. It
has also been so wonderful to be able to return to
supporting churches to update them on the work God
is doing through their support of us! We have enjoyed
getting to know the pastors and church families more
and seeing how God is blessing in their lives and
ministries.
Thank you for your continued prayers for us!

More photos of Pastor Kestas’ work at Ukmerge Baptist Church
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